INTRODUCTION
though he planned to improve upon that model by conveying
the full flavour of Johnson's talk by giving it not in oratio
obliqua but in full oratio recta.
The process of composition was painfully slow. The
months passed and work on the book, interrupted by bouts
of drunkenness and sexual escapades, proceeded so labori-
ously that doubt was expressed as to whether it ever would
be finished. Boswell himself was sometimes almost in despair.
You cannot imagine what labour, what perplexity, what
vexation I have endured in arranging a prodigious multi-
plicity of materials/ he wrote to Temple, 'in supplying
omissions, in searching for papers buried in different masses
- and all besides the exertion of composing and polishing.'
Temple encouraged him; so did Edmund Malone, the
critic and editor, who lectured him upon his intemperance
and delay; so, too, no doubt did the memory of Johnson
who had declared that, while 'we would all be idle if we
could,' 'a man may write at any time if he will set himself
doggedly to do it,' and that 'what is written without effort is
in general read without pleasure.'
During the course of his endeavours, Boswell's wife died;
and he was utterly cast down by the thought that he had not
shown her the kindness he ought to have done, and that when
she had been ill he had been out drinking with his friends
and had come home late to disturb her troubled sleep. He
moved house from Queen Anne Street West to Great Port-
land Street, and this, too, unsettled him and took time from
his work. Then other biographies appeared. William Shaw's
Memoirs of the Life and Writings of the Late Dr Samuel
Johnson was published in 1785; Hester Lynch Piozzi's Anec-
dotes of the Late Samuel Johnson in 1786; Sir John Haw-
kins's Life of Samuel Johnson in 1787. Boswell was warned
that these books had sated the public's interest in Johnson
which was, in any case, already waning. He was also told
that, even if his work were much better than its predecessors,
no one would want to read a biography so long as his threat-
ened to be or to pay the two guineas the two necessarily fat
volumes would cost.
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